Challenge #6
Beyond Individual Action

"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can
change the world. Indeed, it's the only thing that ever has."
- Margaret Mead

ACTION: Do at least one more thing than you are currently doing to influence greenhouse gas emissions
that are beyond your individual control. Some suggestions are listed below.

FOLLOW-UP ACTION: Increase your level of support or degree of participation.

ALTERNATIVE ACTION: Lead by example.Spread the word about what you are doing and why
you feel it is important.

ACTIONS:

Organizations: Join an organization actively working on global warming or increase your contribution to
or level of involvement in one to which you already belong.

Government: Support candidates who take a strong proactive position on global warming.

Legislation: Tell you representatives that you want effective solutions to climate change. Send letters and
emails, sign petitions and stay informed on current legislation.

Your Job: Urge your employer to adopt and support energy saving practices, providing them with informa-
tion and resources.

Your Schools: Urge your schools to adopt energy saving practices and to include climate change in their
curriculum.

Business: Urge local businesses to be greenhouse gas conscious and to engage in sustainable practices.

Your Pocketbook: Buy products that require less energy to produce and transport: buy local, buy products
with less packaging, buy from responsible companies. Invest in businessses that demonstrate concern for
the environment.

IMPACTS: As individuals we have direct control over a small fraction of greenhouse gas emissions but
we can exert considerable indirect control over a much bigger portion by influencing policy and law,
publicizing the issues, and working with organizations addressing climate change.

RESOURCES: http://www.coopamerica.org/programs/responsibleshopper/
http://www.ucsusa.org/

http://thegreatturning.net/Energy.php

http://www2.grist.org/index.html

http://www.climatesolutions.org



