Challenge #1
Air Drying Laundry
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ACTION: Install clothes lines and/or drying racks big enough to hold a whole load of laundry.

FOLLOW-UP ACTION: Line-dry at least 4 loads of laundry OR 1/3 of your laundrya month for
3 consecutive months.

ALTERNATIVE ACTION: Ifyou already air-dry your laundry or this challenge is impossible for you,
install clothes lines and/or drying rack for a relative or friend.

HELPFUL HINTS

If you can’t have enough clothesline/racks for a whole load, air-dry heavier items, such as jeans.

Air dry items that didn't get completely dry instead of throwing them back into the dryer.

Hanging items from their corners with clothes pins allows you to hang more in the same space.
Folding large items in half allows you to hang more in the same space (but drying takes longer).
Line-drying the heaviest items (e.g. towels, blue jeans) saves the most energy.

If items feel too stiff when air dried, tumble them on ‘air only’ setting before and/or after line drying.
Air tumbling takes very little energy!

ENERGY SAVINGS / GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION ESTIMATES
Electric Dryers:

Typically usage is 1800 to 5000 watts (equal to 18 to 50 100-watt light bulbs!!)

Dryers use about 5% to 12% (average of about 8%) of total electricity usage per household
Electricity usage accounts for about 21% of total greenhouse gas emissions per household

So, electric dryers account for about 1 to 2.5% of total greenhouse gas emission per household
Cutting dryer use in half could REDUCE YOUR greenhouse gas emissions .5% to 1.25%

Gas Dryers:

Energy use / greenhouse gas emissions probably are somewhat less than for electric dryers.
But potential greenhouse gas reduction is probably still in the .3 to .5% range

RESOURCES
Rope (cotton, vinyl-coated etc), and wooden racks: available at most hardware or discount stores.
Retractable lines: single lines available at many stores, multi-line available at some.
On the web:
http://www.organizes-it.com/pominidryer.php
http://search.stacksandstacks.com seach for ‘clothesline’
http://www.householdgoods.com/clothes-drying-system.html
http://www.amazon.com has several choices
http://www.clotheslineshop.com/
For general Info: http://www.laundrylist.org/index2.htm



