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December 2008
Sunday Services at 10:30

December 7
World Religions: Islam

Rev. Victoria Ingram

The third of the world religions in the Abrahamic
tradition, along with Judaism and Christianity, Islam
commands more of our attention as the Muslim world
moves into the center of world events. We’ll explore
the traditions and heritage Unitarian Universalists share
with Islam, as well as the central theological pillars of
this growing faith tradition.

December 14

Peace on Earth
Rev. Victoria Ingram

This Sunday we decorate our holiday tree in the
Sanctuary. You're invited to bring an ornament to place
on the tree. We’ll also be adding peace cranes created
by our children to our decorations, telling the story of
how these origami cranes came to be a symbol of peace,
and our UU commitment to creating a world of peace
for all.

December 21
World Religions: Paganism

Rev. Victoria Ingram

It is the time of the Winter Solstice, and we’ll celebrate
the turning of the wheel of the year with a service
marking this pagan holiday. We’ve reached the shortest,
darkest day of the year. Let’s celebrate the return of the
light!

December 24

Christmas Eve Service for Families
7:30 p.m.

Rev. Victoria Ingram

See description in this Newsletter. Join us for a
traditional celebration of Christmas with carols, readings,
candlelight, and time together with our congregational
family.

December 28
The Unfinished Business of Life

Rev. Victoria Ingram

Remember those resolutions you made last January?
How many of them got implemented? If you’re
like most people, you did a few, at least for awhile,
but not everything on your list got accomplished
this year, despite your good intentions. Despite our
accomplishments, life is filled with unfinished business
— opportunities abound!

We’ll explore how we make choices about where we
focus our energy and talent.

January 4
Greg Larson, Manager, Town of Los Gatos

Mr. Larson is a long-time UU who has been in public
service in Los Gatos, San Jose, Santa Cruz, and other
neighboring cities. Currently the Town Manager for
Los Gatos, Mr. Larson will talk about his UU faith and
how it has informed and enhanced his career in public
service.



Minister’s Column

I don’t know if it’s ever happened to you, but even
Ministers sometimes wake up on Sunday morning and
ask themselves, “Should I go to church today?” Now,
for me, obviously, the answer is (almost) always “yes.”
But, maybe for you, it isn’t.

Oh, I know there are reasons for not being at the
Fellowship on Sunday. Perhaps you’re out of town or
you aren’t feeling well. Please enjoy your trip and/or
keep your germs to yourself! Or, maybe you have guests
(although we’d be happy to meet them!) All of us miss
now and then. But, maybe it’s just that you don’t feel
quite like getting up and making the effort.

Here’s something you may not have considered when
you pull up those covers and roll over for another bit
of shut-eye. Our Fellowship isn’t complete when you
stay at home. It isn’t just about you. We miss you when
you’re not here.

We show up on Sunday to be here for one another, not
just for ourselves. We come to remind each other that
we are important to one another, that we enjoy being
together for worship and fellowship, that our lives are
better because we have each other. Sunday services
are a time to connect and reconnect, to pause and to be
renewed, to find the comfort of like minds and similar
values in a group of people we know and care for. It
is an experience of being in the same place at the same
time with others, to share something of meaning and
worth.

Creating that experience together takes everyone doing
what they can to make it a reality. Our worship associates
prepare to create and hold a sacred space. Dave practices
and presents meaningful music. I research and write an
inspirational or thought-provoking sermon. We share
our joys and concerns. Volunteers make coffee and
monitor the sound system. Our RE staff and volunteers
care for and nurture our children.

Then, we all show up. We make and respect the
commitment it takes to be here, on time and in place,
so that we can truly be a community of faith, together
in celebration and co-creation as the opening notes of
the Prelude begin on Sunday. We show up, even if the
sermon topic may, at first, not seem like something we
think we’re interested in. Because we know that it isn’t
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just about the topic or the individual bits and pieces of
what’s happening. It’s about us being together, sharing
an experience, and being open to the wonder and
mystery of what can occur when we take the time to be
with one another.

We can’t predict what serendipity may present itself
because you and I and all of us choose to be in
fellowship on Sunday. Whose smile do you need to
see? Who needs to feel the touch of your hand? Who
needs to talk to you? Who do you need to meet? Let’s
give ourselves the opportunity to experience magic as a
community. Let’s go to church!

Love and light,
Victoria

Note: Victoria will be out of the office from December
29, 2008 through January 26, 2009 for study leave. She
is available by phone in case of emergencies during this
time at 408.375.2173.

Drop-In Lunch

Join Rev. Victoria on Wednesday, December 10 (NOTE:
change in time for December: 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.)
for a drop in lunch and chat. This month’s discussion
is about stuff — ways to simplify and downsize, sharing
tips from your own experience (or really good ideas you

WISH you’d used.)

Christmas Eve Service for Families

Join us for singing, celebrating, and retelling of the story
of the birth of Jesus on Christmas Eve, starting at 7:30
p.m. in the Sanctuary. We’ll use readings and song at
this candlelight service to remember the beginnings
of Christmas. Come a bit early, or stay a bit after,
to enjoy conversation, hot chocolate and cider, and
refreshments.



Holiday Boutique

Crafters, bakers, jelly makers, jewelers, artists of
all kinds! UUFLG’s annual Holiday Boutique
is scheduled for December 13 and 14, and your
creations are welcome for sale at this year’s event.

This year our format will be a bit different from
in the past. The sale will be held on one weekend
only, starting on Saturday, the 13™. That evening,
Rev. Victoria and Carl will host a FELLOWSHIP
HOLIDAY DINNER at UUFLG. Boutique items _
will be available for browsing and buying, and other $E RS
activities and entertainment will make a fun and
festive evening. The Boutique sale will continue on
Sunday, the 14%,

For more information, please contact Walt Main,
Jessica or Ryan Spaulding, Karen Boulanger, or
Dorice Piraino. Their Chalice Circle is coordinating
this exciting and fun event. |

Have An Interest or Talent to Share?

Rev. Victoria invites you to share it with your friends
at UUFLG! It’s time to develop the roster of activities
and offerings for adult religious education for spring. If
you would like to lead a one-time workshop or offer a
class, that’s great! If you’d like to teach a skill or engage
people in a discussion or lead an exercise class or, well,
whatever, please talk with Victoria.

December Inspirational Film

Friday, December 12

Discussion at 6:30 p.m., Film at 7:00 p.m.
ENCHANTED, Rated PG, 2007

Starring:

Amy Adams, Patrick Dempsey, Susan Sarandon

Directed by: Kevin Lima

Can a storybook view of romance survive in the real
world? In this Disney film, the classic fantasy collides
with modern-day New York City in a story about a fairy
tale princess who is sent to our world by an evil queen.
Soon after her arrival, Princess Giselle begins to change
her views on life and love after meeting a handsome

lawyer.

Invitation to Join
the UUFLG Services Committee

The Services Committee is dedicated to creating a
Sunday service that enriches, informs, and engages our
membership and that provides an open and welcoming
atmosphere for newcomers who may eventually find
their home at the Fellowship.

We invite you to become a member of the Services
Committee and to participate in the decisions and the
work that make the content and activities of our Sunday
services attractive and meaningful. We also would
encourage you to volunteer as a Worship Associate or
to take on another important role to support our Sunday
services program. For details about filling a volunteer
position, please contact Linda Krenicky, Chris Magee,
or Victoria Ingram.

Caring Committee

The Caring Committee would like to invite you to a
workshop on Saturday, January 24, with Rev. Barbara
Meyers, Community Minister, Mission Peak.

Rev. Barbara has been an educator for many years on
religion, spirituality and mental disorders. She will
help us in providing pastoral care for clients and their
families. There are statistics that one family in five is
dealing with these issues. Come help us learn and grow
with our beloved community.

We wish everyone a joyous holiday and hope you will
reach out to those in need. The Thursday morning
Women’s group is creating a box for a family of
Friends Outside. The teens are collecting canned goods
for Second Harvest Food Bank. Our own Unitarian
Universalist Service Committee’s collection with Guest
At Your Table, provides services around the world. So
many ways to make a difference.

Peace, Salaam, Shalom
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Religious Education

November brought a new connection between our RE
students and the social action committee. We now have
an account with the Second Harvest food bank of San
Jose, and our children and youth will be instrumental in
the ongoing efforts to collect food and donations from
our congregation to serve the community. Thanksgiving
was the perfect time to kick this off, and I look for-
ward to seeing it continue through the holidays. Every
Unitarian Universalist congregation I have ever visited
has had a basket out for food bank collections, and I am
proud we are joining their ranks.

While our youth continue to bond and grow under the
wonderful supervision of Leslie and Nina, our elemen-
tary children will soon be wrapping up their study of the
seven principles, and getting ready to explore the history
of Unitarian Universalism They will also be taking a
look at the big pictures in life through a UU lens. What
is God? Who is Jesus? What is right and wrong? Such
big questions for little people, but I think they’re up to
the challenge! Meanwhile, our preschoolers are getting
ready to learn some new music.

Wishing you a magical December,
Tamara, DRE

This month we introduce some more of our newest
members, officially welcomed into UUFLG on
October 19",

Joe and Jen Dadek met in the winter of 1995 at the
Stanford Quads Square Dance Club. There they formed a
friendship and found they had common interests beyond a
love of Square Dancing that included: science fiction, bad
movies, chocolate, dead languages, and a love of books. He
introduced her to Weird Al and RPGs; she introduced him to
decently cooked food. They married in the fall of 1998. Joe
and Jen both believe firmly in the importance of education.
He holds a BS in physics and math from Caltech and an MA
in physics from UC Berkeley. Jen has a BA in history, and
a minor in the graceful art of double deck bus driving from
US Davis and a MLIS from SJSU. For money, Joe writes
code for Broadcom while Jen is a Librarian for the City
of San Jose. They have three kids (Ike, Elli, and Gwen)
who consume the majority of their free time. With the rest
of their scarce free time, Joe and Ike study Tae Kwon Do.
Jen enjoys fine needlework and has been a member of the
Embroiderers Guild of America for many years.
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Dorice Piraino became a UU in 2003 in Chicago, where she
was born and raised. She moved to Los Gatos a few years
ago with her son, Alexander, who is five. She is engaged
to Michael Sharp, and they have a one-year old daughter
together named Genevieve. They all just moved to the
mountains of Los Gatos, enjoying the serenity of nature.
Dorice is the UUFLG Office Administrator part-time and
participates in the Tuesday evening Chalice Circle.

Maribel Santos has a background in engineering and
systems information technology. She was attracted to
Unitarian Universalist because, she says, “I believe it
is an organization that embodies my ideals of freedom,
growth, unity, peace, and justice. I tend to use my
systems background to view life as the sum of all system
components intricately tied together and in harmony with
each other. The UU church is one component and it
complements my desire to find my place in the scheme of
an on-going creation that constantly seeks to integrate.”

Jenifer Scharpen, with her children Alex, Nathan,
Sophie, and Willow, joined UUFLG a few months ago.

Shelley Powers has been involved at UUFLG for several
years with her husband, Dick Powers. They assisted with
last spring’s auction, and we are pleased to acknowledge
Shelley as a member today.

Jim and Katie Stubstad live in San Jose with their two
children; Jack and Anna. They joined the UUFLG earlier
this year. Besides taking care of Jack & Anna, Katie does
volunteer work for Las Madres; a non-profit organization
benefiting moms & dads of young children. Jim works as
an engineer for a wireless chip company. They enjoy trips
to the San Francisco Zoo and just about anyplace that has
a train.

Connie Springer has been a familiar face at the Fellowship
for a few years now, and has decided it’s time to become
a member. UUFLG is her first experience with Unitarian
Universalism. Connie has a grown daughter who lives in
Santa Clara. Connie’s top two interests are social/political
action and art.

Moira Sullivan was introduced to Unitarian
Universalism by her husband and UUFLG member,
Paul Yeadon. She has a private occupational therapy
practice, focused on working with “kiddos”. Moira
enjoys travel to other countries, gardening, sports
(particularly hockey), and politics.



VALENTINE’S DAY KICK-OFF
FOR PLEDGE DRIVE

The Finance Committee has set February 14 to initiate
next year’s pledge drive with a PLEDGE 2010 kick-off
Celebration. Details will follow in January’s newsletter.
Meanwhile, please read the following important message
about our challenge ahead.

Today we stand on the shoulders of the members of
this fellowship who twenty years ago decided they
needed a permanent home to grow their congregation.
They dug deeply into their resources, and bought our
lovely building, which we all cherish so much. Just four
years later they dug again to create the addition which
now houses our office, our RE classrooms, and general
meeting room.

Last year we recognized that in order to fill the shoes
of those builders and sustainers whose numbers are
shrinking with each passing year, we need to attract
new, energetic members who can continue building on
the foundations laid by that far-sighted congregation.
We began our community-building effort by installing
Victoria Ingram as our first settled minister in forty years.
We followed this by hiring a third teacher for our growing
children’s RE program and increased the time that our
director can devote to managing her staff, working with
the children and expanding the program. Finally, we
appointed a music director to create a consistent, quality
music program. There seems to be a high level of
congregational approval for all these steps.

Our record recent induction of 16 new adult members,
together with their 9 children, is a testament to the
validity of this investment-for-growth strategy and we
plan to keep it up. While member growth is key to our
long range well-being, vitality and ability to convey the
Unitarian message to the community around us, it grows
our pledge income more slowly than one would expect
because new member pledges tend to start at a much
lower level than they eventually reach as those members
get to know us better, and become more committed to
our mission.

Starting January, Social Security will be increasing its
monthly retirement benefit payments by nearly 6% to
cover 2008’s inflationary impact. This, together with the
added expenses of paying for a settled minister, enlarging
our RE program, and hiring a Music Director, means that
we must significantly increase our pledge income in
fiscal 2010. Just how much we will determine in the
coming months, and will let you know well in advance
of the kick off, so that you will have the time to reflect
on your charitable giving budget, and how much of it you
are able to apportion to your pledge.

Thank you for your past pledge support, and for
taking the time to read this message.

INTERESTED IN WHAT THE BOARD IS UP TO? The Board minutes and agendas are listed under “Board
Meetings” on the left hand side of the home page of our website www.UUFLG.org.

HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY TO THE BOARD? A guest commentary time for members can be made available
at the beginning of each monthly Board of Trustees meeting. Contact Ann Campbell (annbcampbell@gmail.com) for

more information.

Items for the monthly newsletter are to be submitted (by the 20th of the month) to Glen Marchant at:
UUFLGnews@att.net. Please submit articles and e-mail attachments as single spaced MS Word documents,
rtf (Rich Text format), or plain text, and limit to less than 200 words. The purpose of this newsletter is to foster

communication and planning among friends and members. However, due to the size constraints of the printing, we

regretfully cannot print opinion pieces.
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MORNING WOMEN’S GROUP
DECEMBER ACTIVITIES

On Sunday, December 7th, the Morning Women’s
Group will be packing a Christmas box for their “Friends
Outside” family. If you have your assigned food or gift
donations to drop off, you can leave them in the west
room ahead of time or bring them to the Sunday service
that day. Members of the Women’s Group will be
packing the boxes shortly after the service.

We want to thank all of you who made cash donations to
this project. They will help to make a happier holiday
for this particular family.

The regular December meeting will be on Thursday
morning, December 11th at 9:30 a.m. in the west room.
Read your winter edition of UU World. One of the
articles will be up for discussion. You’ll be notified
which one. Also bring a wrapped “white elephant” gift
to participate in our fun gift exchange. For information
contact Erma Browning.

New HUUmanist Group
at San Jose First Unitarian

We started a HUUmanist group a few months ago that
is open to others in the South Bay CommUUnity. We
welcome all to our monthly meeting on the second
Tuesday of the month from 7 PM to 8:30 PM in the
Fireside Room of the church at 160 N 3rd across from
St. James Park. We have been talking about the various
elements of humanism such as set forth by the American
Humanist Association and have included a visit from
a local AHA leader. We see HUUmanism as not
inconsistent with being religious and are not critiquing
theism. We are trying to develop a positive, constructive
view of HUUmanism as a religious life stance.

In December we will continue a discussion on the
Meaning of Life. Although there is no required
preparation, you will find it profitable to listen to the
Philosophy Talk program on this subject which lasts
less than one hour (http://www.philosophytalk.org/
pastShows/MeaningofLife.htm).

Hope you can join in some lively discussion!

For more information please contact:

Tim Blackwood at tjb@timblackwood.com
or 408-244-8580, day or evening.
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Building & Grounds
There will be no Work Party in December. Thanks
again to all who contributed time this year to repair and

improve our building and grounds.

Coralee Linton

Paul Yeadon, owner of AIM Copy and
Mail Center, and a member of UUFLG, is
making the following offer to our Fellowship

community:

For the month of November, on any digital conversion,
for example home videos or movies converted to DVD,
we will donate 10% of all gross sales to UUFLG. Open
to all members, friends, family and associates. All they
need to do is mention UUFLG at the order or pickup. We
will indicate this on the order form, then write a check to
the fellowship at the start of December. THIS MAKES A
FANTASTIC GIFT!!!

For the month of December, we will run a similar
program for shipping. Any holiday shipments made
with UPS or FedEx, including all ground shipments, we
will donate 10% back to the fellowship. Same deal with
mentioning the fellowship at point of purchase.

Paul Yeadon

AIM Center

15559 Union Ave, Los Gatos 95032
First Class Business Services

p 408-377-2005

f 408-377-1971

¢ 650-576-5758



Social Action
Marriage Equality

We are heartsick that Prop 8 passed, enshrining
discrimination in our state’s constitution, but also very
proud of our fellowship for actively opposing this
measure. You unanimously passed a resolution stating
that UUFLG opposes any initiative that would amend
the state constitution in an attempt to ban marriage for
gay and lesbian couples in California. Victoria gave us
a great sermon on Marriage Equality and personally
endorsed the No on 8 campaign. Many of you signed
“Vow to Vote No on 8” sheets on the deck and picked
up information about how you could help defeat this
initiative. Carl Ingram brought us a terrific LGBT film
series in support of marriage equality. Some of you put
up No on 8 yard or window signs at home. Some of
you donated funds to the campaign. Some of you even
phone-banked. And you provided the campaign with a
gorgeous photo of a community of faith firmly opposing
discrimination when you posed on the deck holding No
on 8 signs and posters. Thank you for all you did!

The struggle for marriage equality is not over. There is
a legal challenge of this amendment in the courts. As of
10 days after the election, 103,041 people had already
signed a pledge to repeal Prop 8, launched by the
Courage Campaign. Thousands of people have gathered
in peaceful demonstrations and candlelight vigils across
the state. Activist and writer Anne Lamott writes, “Hope
begins in the dark, the stubborn hope that if you just
show up and try to do the right thing, the dawn will
come. You wait and watch and work: you don’t give
up.” Let’s continue to hope, to show up and work, and
to stand on the side of love.

Green Holidays

The winter holidays is a time for well loved-traditions,
time with family and friends and also many opportunities
to improve our environment with “green holiday”
practices.

Holiday Lights: Use low energy LED lights. Reduce
the number of lights you use. Reduce the number of days
or hours per day they are lit.

Entertaining: Make your holiday meals with as many
locally grown and/or organic foods as possible. When
you can’t use real silverware and glassware, choose
disposable products that are recyclable, biodegradable
and made from unbleached materials. Use soy or
beeswax candles, which unlike petroleum-based paraftin
candles, won’t emit toxic, sooty fumes. Make it easy for
your guests to recycle bottles and cans by setting aside
separate bins near the garbage.

Gift Wrapping: Wrap gifts in fabric remnants, scarves,
thrift-store fabrics, old maps, magazine pages, posters,
Sunday comics or reusable gift bags or boxes. Make
your own wrapping paper by decorating packing paper
or brown grocery bags. Make gift tags from last year’s
holiday cards. Reuse bags, boxes and ribbons from
last year. Open gifts carefully and save the paper and
ribbons for re-use. If you purchase wrapping paper look
for recycled post-consumer content paper that can be
recycled again.

Reduce Driving: Combine trips by shopping at just a
few locations or trip-linking. Shop online to save on
gas and stress. Research online or by phone before you
drive.

Gifts: Give gift certificates for: a day of baby sitting,
house or yard help, cooking, organizing vacation
pictures. Give tickets to a play, concert, or movie, or
gift certificates to restaurants. Give the gift of energy
efficiency: handy tire pressure gauges, under-door draft
guards, battery recharger...

Energy Savings: According to A U.S. Department of
Energy study, if everyone replaced their conventional
holiday light strings with LEDs, at least two billion
kilowatt-hours of electricity could be saved in a month.
Americans throw away 25% more trash during the
Thanksgiving to New Year’s holiday season than any
other time of year. This extra garbage amounts to 25
million tons of trash. Whether incinerated or dumped in
landfills that extra trash creates additional greenhouse
gases.

Resources:
http://www.frugalfun.com/green-holidays.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2004/12/
1220 041220 green christmas.html
http://www.newdream.org/
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Other UU News

Women & Religion
Pacific Central District

A weekend retreat March 6-8 at Enchanted Hills (near
Napa) honors “Generations of Women” and features
workshops, such as “Visualizing A World Religion
Meaningful to Women” (with Rev. Shirley Ranck),
“Intro. to Energy Medicine,” “The Divine Feminine:
Embracing Creative Energy to Heal Our Planet,” and
“You, Too, Can Haiku!”:

Early Bird cost of $230 (after Feb. 2nd: $250) includes
delicious meals, linens, programs, a “No-Talent Talent
Show,” mini-Boutique, Book Swap, Yoga, Tai Chi, and a
Silent Auction. You will love it!

To register: $50 deposit to: W&R, c/o Jeanne Orjas,
1408 California St., #408, San Francisco, CA 94109.
nejaros@sbcglobal.net

For partial scholarship: Clair Trujillo, 3006 Bonnie
Lane, Stockton, CA 95204. (209) 943-6428

To ride-share: contact Barbara Schonborn (650) 967-
6756, bschonborn@sbcglobal.net, or Meg Bowman
(408) 292-1172.
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Do you dream of inexpensive vacation travel to
interesting destinations where you can stay in
the homes of friendly people who share your
ideals and are happy to provide directions and
advice for their area?

The UU bed and breakfast directory, UU’re Home
(formerly Homecomings) can fulfill your dream. For 29
years, we’ve provided a network of hosts in the United
States (and a few abroad) who enjoy meeting new
friends and who are happy to open their home to like-
minded people.

You can also become a host and be listed in the directory.
Contact us at info@uurehome.com, or at 828-281-3253,
and we will gladly send you information about listing
your accommodations.

Host listings on the UU’re Home website at
www.UUreHome.com are updated whenever changes
are made or new hosts are added. The paper edition is
published once a year in April. For a copy of the 2009
directory and a year’s access to the website listings,
please click on “become a member” to pay by credit
card, or send a check for $25 and your e-mail address
to:

UU’re Home, 43 Vermont Court, Asheville, NC 28806.

Thank you for wearing your name tag on Sunday mornings,
and for parking on the street when possible to make room for our newcomers.
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Los Gatos
15980 Blossom Hill Road

Los Gatos, 95032

(408) 358-1212

“Affirming the Inherent Worth and
Dignity of Every Person”

Fellowship News December 2008

The Newsletter is published monthly by the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Los Gatos (UUFLG). The
Newsletter is available to everyone on the web at www.uuflg.org. Members may elect to receive a printed copy.
Individual friends and visitors may receive the printed Newsletter free for three months. After three months, the
suggested subscription rate for non—-members is $10 per year.

(Send to: Newsletter, c/o Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Los Gatos, 15980 Blossom Hill Road, Los Gatos,
CA 95032.) The subscription expiration date appears on the name line of the mailing label.




